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FACT SHEET

Facility 7-Day Risk-Standardized Hospital Visit Rate after Outpatient Colonoscopy
Overview
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is conducting a national confidential reporting period (dry run) for
the Facility 7-Day Risk-Standardized Hospital Visit Rate after Outpatient Colonoscopy measure (colonoscopy measure).
This measure is meant to provide facilities with information on patient outcomes that will allow them to improve quality
of care for patients undergoing low-risk colonoscopies. CMS is holding the dry run from July 1 to July 31, 2015. Both the
Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting (OQR) and Ambulatory Surgical Center Quality Reporting (ASCQR) Programs will
include this measure for public reporting and payment determination purposes starting with the CY 2018 payment
determination (see CY 2015 Hospital Outpatient Prospective Payment and Ambulatory Surgical Center Payment Systems
and Quality Reporting Programs Final Rule [79 FR 66770 (Nov. 10, 2014)] at: http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/MedicareFee-for-Service-Payment/HospitalOutpatientPPS/Hospital-Outpatient-Regulations-and-Notices.html).
How Facilities Participate
The primary goals of the dry run are to educate hospital outpatient department (OPD) and ASC facilities about the
measure in advance of its use in public reporting, allow facilities to review data and results, provide facilities with the
opportunity to ask questions about the measure, and to test the claims-based measure calculation and reporting process.
During the dry run, CMS encourages facilities to download and thoroughly review:
• A Facility-Specific Report (FSR) that contains detailed results for your facility along with your state and national
results for comparison, and provides patient-level data and risk factor information.
•
An FSR User Guide that contains an overview of measure methodology, a user guide to help your facility
understand your data and results, and instructions for interpreting each table in your FSR.
CMS is fully committed to supporting facilities throughout the dry run process and to being responsive to facilities’
questions and suggestions. CMS encourages facilities to learn more about their results and the measure, and to ask
questions by:
•
•

Joining a national provider call to be held on July 14, 2015 from 2:00-3:00 PM EST for OPDs and July 16, 2015
from 2:00-3:00 PM EST for ASCs. These calls will provide an overview of the measure, information on the dry
run and FSRs, and the opportunity to ask questions.
Asking questions via email (CMSColonoscopyMeasure@yale.edu) during the Q&A period from July 1 to July
31, 2015.

Measure Methodology
Data Source: CMS calculates the measure using Medicare claims data submitted by facilities.
Measure Population: The measure includes Medicare fee-for-service (FFS) beneficiaries age 65 years or older who
underwent an eligible, low-risk colonoscopy at an OPD, ASC, or in a physician office. The measure calculations for the
2015 dry run include eligible colonoscopies that were performed during a three year period from July 1, 2011 through
June 30, 2014. The measure calculation for the dry run combines data from all facilities with eligible colonoscopies in one
calculation. Measure scores are reported only for ASCs and OPDs.
Outcome: The measure counts unplanned hospital visits (defined as emergency department visits, observation stays, and
inpatient admissions) for all causes within 7 days after the eligible colonoscopy procedure.
Risk Adjustment: The measure adjusts for patient case mix differences across facilities.
More Information about the Measures
Detailed information about the measure is available (www.qualitynet.org) > Hospitals – Outpatient > Measures >
Colonoscopy Measure Dry Run OR (www.qualitynet.org) > Ambulatory Surgical Centers > Measures > Colonoscopy
Measure Dry Run.
CMS has contracted with Yale New Haven Health Services Corporation / Center for Outcomes Research and Evaluation
(YNHHSC/CORE) to support the implementation of the measure in the dry run. Questions about the measure should be
sent to: CMSColonoscopyMeasure@yale.edu. Please do NOT submit anything that would constitute protected health
information or personally-identifiable information (e.g., Date of Birth, Social Security Number, Health Insurance Claim
Number) to this inbox.

